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     SAVE THE DATE for the 
third quarter luncheon on Tues-
day, 17       September 2019 at 
the MCAS Officer's Club.  Meet 
and greet will begin at 11:30 fol-
lowing lunch and guest speaker at 
noon. MG McCarty, Adjutant 
General of the South Carolina 
Army & Air National Guard will 
be our guest speaker. 
 
 

     The Charleston MOAA Chap-
ter has extended an invitation for 
a 27 September 2019 harbor 
cruise and luncheon, boarding by 
11:30 on the Spirit of Charleston 
which will depart from Patriots 
Point - $45 per person.  If inter-
ested, please contact Brock-
man1982@att.net or at (843) 875
-4465. 
 
 

CHAPTER AWARD EVENTS: 
 
1. The Young American Award 

was presented by Maj Gen 
Mike Akey on 23 May 2019 
at Beaufort Middle School. 

2. Level of Excellence notifica-
tion date. This award will be 
made in August and we fully 
expect another five-star 
award for our Chapter. Maj 
Gen Mike Akey prepared the 
application. 

3. Recently the Chapter was 
awarded the Col Marvin J. 
Harris Communications 
Award in recognition of our 
website administered by Bob 
Easter and our newsletter, 
“The Word”, edited by  

       Bernie Eveler.  

     Maj Gen Mike Akey has been 
asked to serve as State MOAA Presi-
dent - congratulations; however, 
individuals need to step up to take 
charge of the three above award 
events next year. 
 
 

     Sir Winston Churchill once 
said, "We make a living by what 
we get, but we make a life by 
what we give". I encourage you to 
become more involved with our 
Chapter and continue to make per-
sonal connections for future 
younger members. 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank E. Gibson, LCOL (Ret), USA 
Cell: (84321-7340 
Email: fgibson@islc.net 
 
 

The Word 
President’s Message 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O dds & Ends 
 

On 25 June 2019 one of our 
faithful members passed;  CAPT 
Chester Dean Cullison, USN (Ret).  
Thank you to many of our members 
that attended his services at the Na-
tional Cemetery, St Helena's Church, 
and family reception.  With the as-
sistance of Senator Scott his service 
included full military honors. 
 
 

     Special Kudos to Steve Guy for 
his outstanding work with the coor-
dination of our Chapter's JROTC 
Outstanding Awards.  Thank you for 
a job well done Steve! 
 
 

     If you have been keeping up with 
the Military Surviving Spouses Eq-
uity Act, please note that Congress-
man Wilson has issued a statement 
about the political gamesmanship in 
the House of Representatives.  If for 
any reason the Widow Tax part of 
the NDAA is not included in the fi-
nal version of the NDAA sent to the 
WH for signature, MOAA needs to 
be ready to push for an up or down 
vote on HR553 and the Senate ver-
sion.  In military language, this is a 
warning order. 
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            Greetings in the Lord. My wife Kay and I have just returned from three weeks of vaca-
tion and study leave in Scotland. One of the places we particularly enjoyed was spending seven 
days on the Island of Iona where an Irish monk by the name of Columba landed with a small 
group of fellow monks in 563 AD and from this tiny island three miles long and a one mile wide 
evangelized all of Scotland with the good news of the gospel.  
 It was our fourth trip to Iona but the first time we were able to worship and participate in 
prayer services in the centuries old Abbey. It was the Rev. Dr. George MacLeod, a well-known 
Presbyterian pastor in the Church of Scotland who was serving the Govan Old Parish Church in 
Glasgow, who gathered newly graduated seminarians and unemployed masons and carpenters in 
1938 and initiated a project to rebuild portions of the Abbey that had fallen into ruin. Over the 
years, MacLeod developed a large following not only in Scotland but around the world as an out-
standing preacher and advocate of peace. Rarely, if at all, did MacLeod address a congregation or 
an assembly where he did not remind his listeners that Christians have important civic obliga-
tions. His thought corresponded to that of the theologian Karl Barth who encouraged Christians 
to live with the Bible under one arm and a newspaper under the other arm. 
 We are entering a time of preparation for national elections in 2020. A large field of 
Democratic candidates have already mobilized to challenge a second term for the current presi-
dent. Primaries are only months away. Years ago when I was teaching philosophy in the Fall and 
the subject of Ethics in the Spring at the Technical College of the Low Country, I would offer 
extra credit to students who could show evidence that they were registered to vote and proof that 
they had actually voted. I often reminded my students that on average only 27% of registered 
voters in Beaufort proper would go to the polls on Election Day. I always followed by a brief 
unsolicited narrative when I would share (preach) to the class that if this political apathy contin-
ued, there would be a day coming when the sun would come up and we would no longer have the 
privilege or the freedom to make a choice much less vote because there would be someone tell-
ing us what to do.  
 For those of us who have served in the ranks of the armed forces of the United States 
along with our families and loved ones who kept “the home fires burning,” our service was based 
on the reality that we believed in freedom and the human responsibility to protect this freedom 
not only for ourselves but also for generations to come. Moral of the story? May we never find 
ourselves in the position where we believe we have done our part to the extent that we are there-
fore absolved of current civic responsibilities and obligations. I conclude this epistle with three 
suggestions: First, always be aware and knowledgeable of current events using reliable news 
sources. Second, know how to practice the grace and discipline of discernment making up your 
own mind about issues and candidates. And three, engage the ongoing dialogue in the public 
square and when it comes to time to vote, exercise the right and privilege to vote your con-
science. As a person of faith, you will have fulfilled your duty and obligation. 
 
       In His Holy Name,   
      Padre                                                                                     Steve Keeler 
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CONGRESS IS ON VACATION, BUT DON’T YOU RELAX! 

Bob Freeman 
Legislative Liaison 

 
As they departed for their August recess, U.S. Representatives and Senators agreed on a two-
year federal budget “deal” promising funding stability. Borrowing and needed spending cuts to 
pay for it all, remain unresolved. 

 
Now’s the time to reach out to a federal “elected,” offer kudos for good work and remind him 
of MOAA priorities awaiting his return to the capital of the free world. Check info and lawmak-
er contacts here: <http://takeaction.moaa.org>; the chart on page 16 of MOAA’s August 2019 
Military Officer will catch you up on House and Senate versions of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act (NDAA) and give you a sense of proposed military spending for the next few 
years. You’ll need popcorn for the dispute over independence of the President’s “Space Force.”  
 
The inequity of the “Widows’ Tax” is still a hot topic! The House and Senate have bills to end 
the unfair reduction of surviving spouse annuities, with SC’s Joe Wilson leading the way to pay 
for a fix. Other contentious budget proposals are less prominent, but no less important to mili-
tary readiness and retention, including military pay/COLA, reductions in medical personnel, 
commissary and exchange consolidation, family housing, child care and VA benefits. 
 
While you’ve got a lawmaker’s ear, draw attention to the fact that our concern for the military 
community is widely shared in the Lowcountry. You can cite this recent example from a Ma-
rine mom: 
 
“We ended-up at your hospital (Beaufort Memorial Hospital) very early this morning, due to 
our son being brought to the ER via ambulance from Parris Island. He was graduating from Ma-
rine Corps Bootcamp today.” 
 
“A medical issue surfaced that required mi-
nor surgery, causing my son to miss his 
graduation ceremony. The staff was amazing 
from the ER all the way to the OR. The OR 
staff called us back when he was out of sur-
gery and explained that they had gotten our 
son a card and all signed it, along with a 
small stone cross to carry with him, and had 
lined the halls where he would be wheeled 
out of recovery into post-op, with a speaker 
set up to play the Marine Corps Hymn.  
They all clapped, cheered and thanked him 
for his service as he was wheeled by.” 
 
“As a mom who has been away from her son 
for 13 very long weeks, awaiting this day to 
be united, only to have this day take a com-
plete turn, these staff members absolutely 
made it all better!” 
 
“Shouting a huge “thank you” from the rooftops! This mama’s heart is so full right now.” 
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A Safe & Secure Maritime domain 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Sector Charleston is growing assets and capabilities 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard is the principal federal agency responsible for maritime safety, security, and en-
vironmental stewardship in U.S. Ports and waterways.  Coast Guard Sector Charleston is responsible 
for the coastal waters and navigable waterways of South Carolina and Georgia, to include the 2 strate-
gic seaports of Charleston and Savannah. The mission of maritime security includes the interdiction of 
illicit traffic, criminal activity, and drugs. The Coast Guard scrutinizes every cargo ship that enters the 
ports of South Carolina and Georgia. 

 
USCG Sector Charleston is growing! 
National Security Cutter (NSC) #9 is 
due to arrive in 2021, and NCS #10 in 
2022. There is the potential for a third 
NSC, #11, to arrive in 2024. Charles-
ton is also being considered to 
homeport four Offshore Patrol Cutters 
(OPS) beginning in 2028. Each of the 
NSC ships support a crew of 125, and 
the OPC crew is 104, not including 
additional support staff. This means 
the current 900 personnel at USCG 
Sector Charleston is anticipated to 
grow to 1200 by 2022, and 1700 by 
2030. 

 
Most people recognize the Coast Guard’s role of providing safety in our domestic waters by rescuing 
recreational boaters in distress, but the Coast Guard has a much larger, unique mission set that in-
cludes: management of Aids to Navigation, Ports, Waterways, Coastal Security, Commercial Fisheries 
enforcement, Marine Safety, Defense Readiness, and Marine Environmental Protection. These roles 
require strong partnerships with federal and state agencies such as Homeland Security, all levels of 
Law Enforcement, the Ports Authority, environmental and natural resource agencies, the National 
Guard, and Emergency Management. USCG Sector Charleston also supports the safe movement of 
military outloads (moving military cargo) in support of DOD overseas contingency operations. The 
Coast Guard’s Maritime Law Enforcement Academy is also located in Charleston where 2,500 stu-
dents are trained each year. 
 
USCG Sector Charleston ensures the safe and secure operation of SC Ports that account for a statewide 
economic impact of $53 billion annually. Over 1,000 Coast Guard members and their families call 
Charleston home, with more expected to arrive in the coming years. Charleston’s strategic location on 
the east coast and the volume of cargo shipped through the Port have contributed to plans for additional 
Cutters to be homeported in the area. 

 
 
 

(Coast Guard; continued on page 5) 
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Currently, two of the USCG’s most technologically sophisticated National Security Cutters (NSC) 
Legend-class ships are based in Charleston: the CG Cutter James, commissioned in 2015 and the CG 
Cutter Hamilton, commissioned in 2014. These ships are 418’ long and support a crew of 140 each. 
The NSC is capable of speeds more than 28 knots, the range is 12,000 miles, and they support heli-
copter and smaller boat launches. These cutters regularly deploy to the US Southern Command to sup-
port Joint Interagency Task Force South, with a mission to disrupt and interdict international criminal 
networks. Both of these cutters and their crew have been recognized for superior service by receiving 
the USCG’s most prestigious award, the Capt. Hopley Yeaton Outstanding Cutter* award. The USCG 
James won this award in 2018 for apprehending more than 9 tons of cocaine, 70 suspected drug traf-
fickers, and then leading the Commander Task Unit to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. USCG 
Hamilton won the award in 2019 for apprehending more than 4.7 tons of cocaine, 21 suspected drug 
smugglers, and then supporting Hurricane recovery efforts in the Gulf and Pacific. 
 
USCG facilities in Charleston include: Base Charleston, Sector Charleston, Air Facility (Johns Is-
land), Station Charleston located in downtown Charleston on the Ashley River, the Maritime Law En-
forcement Academy at the former Navy Base and piers on the Cooper River. The most important in-
frastructure to the US Coast Guard is the shoreside pier space on the Ashley and Cooper Rivers—
former US Navy infrastructure. In anticipation of homeporting additional cutters in Charleston, the 
Coast Guard will require upgrading of pier spaces and shoreside infrastructure. USCG Small Boat Sta-
tions are located in Georgetown, Charleston, Tybee Island and Brunswick. Personnel at Sector 
Charleston include 700 Active Duty and Reservists, 35 Civilians and more than 750 Auxiliarists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Keep in touch with USCG Sector Charleston: 
 https://www.facebook.com/USCG Sector Charleston/ and  
 https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/District-7/Units/Sector-Charleston/ 

(Coast Guard; continued from page 4) 
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MAY 12, 2019 / 10:12 AM  
CBS NEWS  
 

     Admiral William McRaven, now retired, thought commanding 
the operation that killed Osama bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaida, would 
be the crowning achievement of his 37 years as a Navy SEAL. "I remem-
ber thinking to myself, 'Well, that, maybe that's why I was put on Earth, 
to bring justice to bin Laden,'" he said. "But I was wrong. 
 

     "It had almost nothing to do with bin Laden. What bin Laden allowed 
me to do was to get an invitation from the president of the University of 
Texas at Austin to be the commencement speaker in 2014."  In that 
speech, he recounted to graduates the ten lessons he'd learned from basic 
SEAL training, "that hopefully will be of value to you as you move for-
ward in life."  McRaven made it through the notoriously brutal training, which had an 80 percent dropout 
rate. Ringing a bell was all it took to quit.  "All you have to do is ring the bell to get out," McRaven said. "If 
you want to change the world, don't ever, ever ring the bell."  And the secret to making it begins with one 
improbable act. He told his audience, "If you make your bed every morning, you will have accomplished 
the first task of the day. It will give you a small sense of pride, and it will encourage you to do another task, 
and another." 
 

     The speech went viral, viewed millions of times, and became a bestselling book, "Make Your Bed: Little 
Things That Can Change Your Life ... and Maybe the World."  "I'd bump into people all over the world, 
they know nothing about the bin Laden raid, but they know that I told 'em to make their bed!" McRaven 
said.  Correspondent David Martin asked, "I gotta know, did you make your bed growing up?"  
"Absolutely!"  McRaven grew up on a military base in Texas where his father, a veteran of World War II, 
was a fighter pilot. In a new memoir called "Sea Stories: My Life in Special Operations" (Grand Central), 
McRaven tells of being too small to be a standout football player, so he went out for the track team. 
 

     He had a chance to break his school record for the mile: "The night before my final race I got a call from 
an old coach, Coach Jerry Turnbow," he recalled.  What happened next would change his life. "He says, 
'Well, Bill, you can do this. You can break the school record. You just have to run hard. So Bill, you get out 
there and you run hard' And I said, 'Okay, Coach, I will.'"  And he did.  "Coach Turnbow helped me achieve 
that goal, and I attribute a lot of my future to him," McRaven said. "Had I not broken that school record, 
one, I'm not sure I would have ever tried to be a SEAL, because in breaking the school record I knew there 
was a chance that I could go on to be a Navy SEAL." 
 

     Being a Navy SEAL is not just tough; it's dangerous, even in peacetime. In 1995 he was in a small boat 
trying to make it out through heavy surf when it hit a 35-foot wave: "And it just picks that boat up and 
dumps it right on top of itself."  McRaven was tangled up in the boat's lines and trapped underwater.  "And 
I remember at that time thinking to myself, 'So this is how it ends.' And then all of a sudden, I'm free from 
it. How that happened, I don't know."  "You really don't know how you got out of that boat?" Martin asked.  
"I think there was some divine intervention that pulled me out from under that boat," McRaven replied. 
 

     After 9/11, he was assigned to the White House to work on counterterrorism, when a man named Rich-
ard Reid was discovered wearing a bomb in his shoe on a flight from Paris to Miami. To thwart any other 

(McRaven; continued on page 7) 

Life lessons and war stories from 
Admiral William H. McRaven 
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shoe bombers, McRaven came up with an idea that changed all of our lives.  "I think we need to have peo-
ple take their shoes off going through security, and we also need to start checking their laptops," he said.  
"There are a lot of people who have been looking for you," said Martin.  "Yeah, I'm afraid of that!" he 
laughed.  "Here's your chance to seek forgiveness from the American people!"  "I will tell you, in my de-
fense, I only thought we would put this in place for a couple of months." 
 

     In 2003 he was in Iraq commanding the task force which captured Saddam Hussein. For 30 days, McRa-
ven was his jailer. "He came in and he was arrogant, and he was pompous," McRaven recalled.  Did he talk 
to him? "I did. I was hoping that he would agree to tell his people to lay down their arms, to do something 
good on your way out. He chose not to do that, and I told him, 'Then this is the last time you're going to see 
me.'" 
 

     McRaven spent much of the next eight years shuttling back and forth between Iraq and Afghanistan, 
commanding and sometimes going on night raids. "We were probably doing 20, 25 missions a night in Iraq, 
10 to 12 missions a night in Afghanistan."  Then, on the night of May 1, 2011, as the president and his na-
tional security team monitored from the White House, McRaven commanded the daring raid against Osama 
bin Laden's compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan.   Just before the mission, McRaven gathered his SEAL 
team, and channeled Gene Hackman and his small-town team going to the state championship in the movie 
"Hoosiers": "My message to the guys was, 'All of you have been on hundreds of missions. Just do this mis-
sion the way you have done every other mission and we'll be just fine. Another night, another raid."  McRa-
ven ran the mission from his command post in Afghanistan. "And then we get the call from the ground 
force command, and he said, 'For God and country, Geronimo, Geronimo.'" 
"'Geromino' meaning?" Martin asked.  "We had gotten bin Laden." 
 

     Leaving behind a stealth helicopter which had crashed-landed during the initial assault, the SEALs 
brought out the body, which McRaven inspected to make sure that it was bin Laden. 
"I knew bin Laden was about 6'4".  So, there was a young SEAL nearby. I said, 'Hey, son, how tall are 
you?' He goes, 'Sir, I'm 6'2".' I said, 'Good, come here. I want you to lie down next to the remains.'"  Not 
exactly scientific, but good enough to report to the president.  
 

     McRaven recalled: "The president says to me, 'Okay, Bill, let me get this straight: You had $60 million 
for a helicopter and you didn't have $10 for a tape measure?'"  A few days later, President Obama presented 
McRaven a memento of the raid. "He says, 'Bill, I got something for you.' And he reaches around behind 
his desk and pulls this out": a plaque bearing a Stanley 25' Powerlock tape measure, with the inscription, "If 
we can afford a $60 million helicopter, I think we can afford a tape measure." 
 

     The raid was, of course, a sensation memorialized on front-page headlines around the world. But how 
does it compare to the thousands of other missions McRaven commanded? "I saw guys going on missions 
that will never make the history books, that were more complicated, that were more challenging, that cost 
more lives and had more sacrifice," he said.  Since 9/11, 430 members of the Special Operations Command 
have been killed in action.  He said, "There were a lot of dark moments, and I saw people rise up in those 
dark moments, you know? Families when they lost loved ones, soldiers that were taking care of the families 
of the fallen, entire towns that came out to pay their respects."  The warrior grew quiet.  But somehow, 
McRaven writes in "Sea Stories," "War challenges your manhood. It reaffirms your courage. It sets you 
apart from the timid souls and the bench sitters. It builds unbreakable bonds among your fellow warriors. It 
gives your life meaning. ... War would never lose its allure. 
 

     "Peace was meant for some people, but probably not for me."  He told Martin, "I found myself at war. 
You try to make the best of it. You hope what you're doing is for something that is noble and honorable, 
and if that's the case, then I'm proud to be a warrior."  "Did you get enough war?"  "I got enough war," he 
replied. 

(McRaven; continued from page 6) 
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More Disruption to Military Medicine Expected in 2019 
 
By: Capt. Kathryn M. Beasley, USN (Ret) 
MOAA Director of Government Relations, Health Affairs 
 
Change is coming…and fast. 
 
MOAA has learned that the Defense Health Agency (DHA) 
will assume command and control of all military treatment 
facilities (MTFs) by Oct. 1, 2019. Original plans called for a 
phased approach to this goal by 2021. This is an aggressive 
undertaking, and officials admit it will require considerable 
effort to get it right — efforts that unquestionably would be 
hampered by a 20% reduction in military medical billets. 
 
In the U.S. alone, DoD will establish 20 large-market areas 
and 16 small markets, as well as numerous stand-alone 
MTF’s in rural areas, according to a message that DHA Di-
rector Vice Adm. Raquel Bono circulated among leadership. 
They will transition from a military service-led model into 
what they term a “market construct.” 
 
What will this mean for the beneficiary population? There 
will be disruptions for retirees as well as military families. Many already are being told to find providers 
outside of the MTFs, a move that will only become more pronounced by this accelerated timeline.  What 
would these “markets” look like? There’s only one example: The National Capital Region has been es-
tablished as a market under the purview of the DHA for close to two years. This market has two major 
medical centers, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., and Fort Belvoir 
Community Hospital in Virginia.  These tri-Service facilities are major referral centers, medical readi-
ness teaching platforms and heavily concentrated with beneficiaries.   This should be a well-oiled mar-
ket, except that it is not.  
 
MOAA has learned of major issues with technician and nurse staffing which has resulted in major re-
ductions in operating room capacity and putting valuable surgical training programs at risk.  Many bene-
ficiaries from all specialties have been referred out to the TRICARE networks.  If the pinnacle of mili-
tary medicine, Walter Reed, is having these critical issues, what can we expect from all the other 
MTF’s?   (Ed. Note:  i.e. USNH, Beaufort.) 
 
These changes and plans to reduce the military medical footprint by about 18,000 positions, are a deep 
concern for MOAA, especially in a compressed timeline. More families will be told to go outside mili-
tary installations for care, MTFs will offer reduced services for pediatrics and obstetrics (among other 
areas), and overall readiness will be threatened.  MOAA continues to urge Congress to provide greater 
control and oversight over these reforms and, at a minimum, adopt the provision addressing this issue in 
H.R. 2500, the House version of the National Defense Authorization Act. Tell your lawmakers you sup-
port this provision today, and ask them to protect military medicine. 
 
[ACT NOW: Tell Congress Not to Dismantle Military Medicine] 
 
 
See related article next page. 
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Retired Military Surgeons General to Congress:  
Intervene on Medical Billets 

 

By Lt. Gen. Ronald R. Blanck, USA (Ret), Vice Adm. Harold Koenig, USN (Ret), and Lt. Gen. Charles H. Roadman II, USAF (Ret) 
MOAA 
July 12,2019 
 
Military medicine’s responsibility is to keep soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines healthy so they can 
deploy and fight, to provide lifesaving medical care on the battlefield and rehabilitate service mem-
bers after they are wounded. Military medicine’s success has reduced the percentage of troops who 
have died of battlefield wounds to a historic low for the most recent two longest wars in American his-
tory. Death casualties have fallen steadily from nearly 20% in World War II to 17% during the Vi-
etnam conflict to below 9% now. 
 

     Since the end of the draft in 1972, this has been accomplished by operating Graduate Medical Ed-
ucation programs in our largest military hospitals. These programs have provided a steady supply of 
well-trained military physicians, nurses and other health professionals. 
 

     Do Not Dismantle Military Medicine 
 

     Military hospitals and clinics are also platforms for on-the-job and sustainment training for our en-
listed combat medics who are the first responders on the battlefield. Military hospitals also provide 
care to family members, eliminating the worry from warfighters that their family members will not re-
ceive needed care during their absence. In addition, medical research relevant specific to the military, 
but not necessarily the civilian population, is also carried out. 
Congress believes there are efficiencies to be gained by reorganizing the existing Army, Navy, and 
Air Force medical systems into a single tri-service medical agency. While this major reorganization 
moves forward, the Department of Defense, at the recommendation of Pentagon budgeteers and the 
three services, has taken the opportunity to propose personnel cuts of as much as 20% in the military 
medical departments.   This would significantly degrade military medicine’s current capabilities and 
threaten its ability to carry out its core missions. 
 

     As former Army, Navy, and Air Force surgeons general, we strongly assert the need for Congress 
to table these cuts until a thorough study of the potential consequences of these reductions are eval-
uated.  The risks of relying on what is, at best, a superficial analysis of promised cost savings derived 
from large-scale reductions will lead to reduced readiness by not having enough physicians, nurses 
and medics to care for those in war zones. 
 

     Further, this short-sighted depletion of capability erodes the training base (graduate education and 
other programs that generate the medical force), relies on uneven or unavailable civilian care for fam-
ily members, and will negatively affect recruitment and retention.  
 

     If even one of these “high-risk, high-regret” consequences unfolds, the percent of those dying from 
wounds will increase, the all-volunteer force will suffer, and we may be forced to again draft medical 
personnel – including physicians. 
 
Retired Lt. Gen. Ronald R. Blanck was the Surgeon General of the Army from 1996-2000.  
Retired Vice Adm. Harold Koenig was the Surgeon General of the Navy from 1995-98.  
Retired Lt. Gen. Charles H. Roadman II was the Surgeon General of the Air Force from 1996-99.  
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This move would end naming bases, ships in honor of 
the Confederacy and its leaders 

 
By: Leo Shane III and Kyle Rempfer 
Army Times 
July 11, 2019 
 

Defense Department officials would be barred 
from naming any bases, ships or other equip-
ment after Confederate military leaders and 
war victories under language inserted in a 
House budget bill Wednesday.  The prohibi-
tion, approved by House lawmakers without 
objection, would not force any changes to ex-
isting names on bases or installations, but 
would mandate that the defense secretary to 
not use the problematic Confederate monikers 
in the future. 
 

Congressional Democrats have pushed similar 
legislation in recent years, but without suc-
cess. By adding it into the annual defense au-
thorization bill for fiscal 2020 — which sets a 
host of military spending and policy priorities 
— House Democrats can force a debate on the issue during chamber negotiations later this summer. Sen-
ate leaders have not weighed in on the issue. 
 

The Army operates 10 installations named after Confederate military commanders. There are no such 
installations for the other military departments, according to the Congressional Research Service, though 
some Navy ships have been named after Confederate officers or battles.  The Army also has control of 
Arlington National Cemetery, which contains a section for Confederate graves and a monument to their 
dead. 
 

The naming rules would block any names “referring to the Confederate States of America,” to include 
any person who held a leadership role within the Confederacy and any “city or battlefield significant be-
cause of a Confederate victory.”  Numerous existing military bases are named after Confederate military 
leaders, including Fort Lee in Virginia, Fort Hood in Texas, and Fort Bragg in North Carolina. 
 

Confederate names and symbols have come under increased criticism in recent years amid concerns 
about their connection to white supremacist movements. 
 

The naming amendment — sponsored by Rep. Gregory Meeks, D-N.Y. — was among a package of 34 
additions deemed non-controversial by House leadership. Other provisions included a new report on mil-
itary waivers received by transgender individuals and an expansion of the military’s infertility treatment 
programs. 
 

The chamber is expected to vote on the full defense authorization bill on July 12th. 

“GUNS UP” 

White nationalist demonstrators walk into Lee Park surrounded by counter 
demonstrators in Charlottesville, Va., on Aug. 12, 2017. The protests sparked 
renewed debates about monuments and naming government facilities in honor 
of the Confederacy. (Steve Helber/AP) 
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Lowcountry Potpourri 

   RECEIVE MOAA LATEST NEWS TODAY.  GO TO: 
   http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/ 
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ALERT 
 

Our chapter has a  
Facebook page. You can get 
to it thru a link on our  
Website at www.lcmoaa.com. 

 

“Like Us” to get news and 
info pushed to you as soon 
as it becomes available. 

 

MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
 

Active, Retired,  
Reserve, 

 and Former  
Officers 

and  
surviving Spouses 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

 
MOAA Quarterly Luncheon,  

Sept. 17th 
 

Veterans Day Parade 
Nov. 11th 

 

SOUND OFF???? 
 

Have something you want to 
get off your chest, or that 
you want the rest  of the 

chapter to know? 
 

If so, send to 
lcmoaa@gmail.com to get 
your words in the next  
edition of The Word. 

Chapter Bulletin Board 

Editor, Bernie Eveler, retired Lieutenant of Marines, email….adjutant1154@gmail.com 

Low Country Chapter 
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